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Bre t t  Hoffman was hol idaying in 
Scot land when he became fas-
cinated with dry s tone wal l ing. 

Bret t  wanted to  learn the craf t  then 
return to  Austral ia  to  bui ld  wal ls .  He 
t ra ined in  Scot land for  two years ,  un-
der  a  wel l  known dry s tone wal ler, 
Bruce Curt is ,   “As far  as  I  know there 
is  only myself  and one other  guy in 
Austral ia  with internat ional  dry s tone 
wal l ing  qual i f icat ions.”  Bret t  says 
“I  just  love i t .  I ’ve got  a  real  passion 
for  bui lding these wal ls  and develop-
ing different  features  in  dry wal ls  and 
working with s tone.”

   Bret t ’s  zeal  is  obvious when he 
ta lks  about  his  work.   “You’re  only 
l imited by your  imaginat ion – you 
don’t  just  have to  bui ld  a  s t ra ight  wal l 
–  you can add seats ,  curves ,  archways. 
Even houses  have been bui l t  us ing dry 
s tone wal l  techniques and,  of  course, 

the pyramids.  Each s tone you put  in  a 
wal l  s i ts  in  perfect  harmony with the 
other  s tones l ike a  j ig  saw puzzle .”   

   The dry s tone wal l  t rade arose out 
of  necessi ty.  As farmers  c leared their 
land for  l ivestock they needed fences. 
Mortar  didn’t  exis t  and s tones were 
found in  workable  amounts  in  the pad-
docks.  “A lot  of  the wal ls  I  worked on 
in  Scot land were up to  1000 years  old. 
The reason they s tayed up so long is 
maintenance. 

The farmers  walked the wal l  regu-
lar ly  making repairs  as  they went .” 
Bret t  explains  “The only thing hold-
ing the wal l  together  is  f r ic t ion and 
gravi ty.”

   Since returning to  Austral ia , 
Bret t  has  set  up his  dry s tone wal l 
business  in  Berry.  “This  is  the f i rs t 
job I’ve found where I  get  up and 
want  to  go to  work in  the morning. 
A lot  of  people  don’t  get  that  kind of 
sat isfact ion from their  job.” 

For quotes or inquir ies Brett can be 

contacted on 0402 406 192.

A love for  the outdoors and a t r ip to Scot land 
has prompted a rev iva l  of  an ancient t rade – 

dry stone wal l ing.  Story by Bonnie Cassen
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Far left: Brett on site at a Kiama quarry. Top and 

middle left: This wall in Berry has been made from 

local bluestone. Bottom left: Brett selects each 

piece  of stone individually to ensure the  stones 

key together perfectly.
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